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SUBJECT: Multiple Chemical Sensitivity Disorder and 
Environmental Illness as Handicaps 


The General Counsel has accepted the attached memorandum as 
the Department’s position on the issue of when Multiple Chemical 
Sensitivity Disorder ("MCS") and Environmental Illness ("EI") are 
“handicaps” within the meaning of subsection 802(h) of the Fair 
Housing Act (the “Act"), 42 U.S.C. § 3602(h), and the 
Department’s implementing regulation, 24 C.F.R. § 100.201 (1991). 
In sum, MCS and EI can be associated with physical impairments 

which substantially impair one or more of a person’s major life 
activities. Thus, individuals disabled by MCS and EI can be 
handicapped within the meaning of the Act. However, while MCS or 
EI can be handicaps under the Act, ordinary allergies generally 
would not be. 


The attached memorandum explains the nature of these 
conditions, analyzes relevant case precedent, reviews relevant 
legislative history, summarizes interpretations of other Federal 
agencies, and discusses prior HUD interpretations. The guidance 
provided in this memorandum should be distributed to attorneys in 
your office to assist in analyzing fair housing complaints. 
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